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" I have not taken upon me to determine the interests of
our confederates; these must be adjusted in the congress at
Utrecht, where my best endeavours shall be employed, as
they have hitherto constantly been, to procure to every one
of them all just and reasonable satisfaction. In the mean
time, I think it proper to acquaint you, that France offers
to make the Rhine the barrier of the empire; to yield
Brissac, the fort of Kehl, and Landau, and to raze all the
fortresses, both on the other side of the Rhine, and in that
river.

" As to the Protestant interest in Germany, there will be
on the part of France no objection to the resettling thereof,
on the foot of the treaty of Westphalia.

"The Spanish Low Countries may go to his Imperial
Majesty: the kingdoms of Naples and Sardinia, the duchy
of Milan, and the places belonging to Spain on the coast of
Tuscany, may likewise be yielded by the treaty of peace to
the Emperor.

"As to the kingdom of Sicily, though there remains no
dispute concerning the cession of it by the Duke of Anjou,
yet the disposition thereof is not yet determined.

"The interests of the States General, with respect to
commerce, are agreed to, as they have been demanded by
their own ministers, with the exception only of some very
few species of merchandise; and the entire barrier, as
demanded by the States in one thousand seven hundred
and nine from France, except two or three places at most.

"As to these exceptions, several expedients are pro-
posed ; and I make no doubt but this barrier may be so
settled, as to render that republic perfectly secure against
any enterprise on the part of France; which is the founda-
tion of all my engagements upon this head with the States.

" The demands of Portugal depending on the disposition
of Spain, and that article having been long in dispute, it has
not been yet possible to make any considerable progress
therein; but my plenipotentiaries will now have an oppor-
tunity to assist that king in his pretensions.

" Those of the King of Prussia are such as, I hope, will
admit of little difficulty on the part of France; and my
utmost endeavours shall not be wanting to procure all I am
able to so good an ally.